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L’Arche Chicago’s mission is to celebrate the unique value of each person and 
to create lifelong places of belonging through small, residential homes that 
empower residents with intellectual disabilities to share their gifts with their 
neighborhood, city, country, and world, as part of an international federation.

OUR MISSION

Angel House
Chicago

Friendship House
Forest Park

Peace House
Forest Park

Core Member Time
In Community

10.75
23.7
Average Years

Longest Years

age range 27-66

55%
45%

Ages 21-50

Ages 50+

Core Member Age Our Community

BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF L’ARCHE CHICAGO  7/1/23 - 6/30/24
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This past year, L’Arche Chicago has been filled with joy and excitement. A significant dream, that of a fourth home, is 
close to coming true largely because of you, our generous donors. Improvements in the existing homes have been 
ongoing and upgrades in efficiency will continue to be our focus. The dream of enlarging our community with new 
core members and assistants is being realized while maintaining our strong, caring, and vibrant culture. This annual 
report booklet shares many ways in which we have been enriched and strengthened by your care and support. Its 
theme of migration offers images of the many growth points of our 2024 year.

In its most common usage, migration refers to the seasonal movement of birds or animals from one region to 
another. For example, the tiny hummingbirds I love to feed and watch have flown thousands of miles to migrate, 
through the United States, to their winter homes in Mexico. They relocate and resettle in warm climates until the 
spring when they again migrate back up north to our fields and flowers.

Migration can also refer to an individual’s movement from one place to another. We are witnessing this movement 
within our L’Arche Chicago community. Upon the opening of the fourth home, some current core members will 
move, or migrate, between a home in which they have lived for some years to a different home of their choice. Once 
complete, four new core members will be welcomed as they ‘migrate’ in, to share life in our community. Amidst the 
moving and shifting and resettling of core members and assistants, we will continue to live our daily lives, routines, 
and celebrations in relationships that form the L’Arche Chicago life.

While there may be challenges in this time of moving or shifting, we can rest our minds and souls in a promise 
found in Psalm 121:8: “The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore” 
(ESV). The phrase ‘going out and coming in’ refers to our daily activities, the things we do every day as we care for 
our bodies, our homes, others in our lives, our productive work, and our times of leisure and rest. We transition out 
of and into various tasks and activities throughout the day, essentially migrating from one space to another, near 
or far. We pause a puzzle we were working on to join others and a dinner prepared with care. We go out to our 
work or day trip, then return back in to our home for rest and refreshment. All the while, we are kept, protected, 
and sheltered by the Lord. In the midst of the mini-migrations of our busy days and the larger more challenging 
migrations of moving from one home to another, we are always kept and held in His love.  

Thank you for being part of this community. Your friendship and support are invaluable, and we look 
forward to a new year and the fulfillment of new dreams.

LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Kimberly Bryze, PhD, OTR/L
Board President



It has truly been a joy to assemble this year’s annual report. It’s remarkable how much growth, development, and 
celebration there has been in these past twelve months! Truly it has been a year of movement — migration — for all 
of us at L’Arche Chicago. 

Most significantly, we neared the finish line on construction of our fourth home! A long dreamed of project, 
the house provides a universally designed, ADA accessible setting where core members can age in place while 
feeling truly at home, complete with a fireplace and tree lined front porch. The overwhelming interest from the 
community spoke volumes to the need for high quality, accessible settings that provide care in small, family-like 
environments like L’Arche Chicago. For the four openings that were created from the new home, we received over 
100 applications. We strategically designed an admissions process that prioritized individuals in the greatest need 
of services. We started with careful reviews of each application, then scheduled interviews, and finally in-person 
visits and overnight stays in our homes. Along with staff and core member feedback on the visits, we selected four 
individuals to migrate with us to L’Arche, their new home. We couldn’t be more excited to experience this growth 
and to see more individuals in need supported well in our highly personalized, community-based homes.

Meanwhile, we invested more resources than ever in developing our residential programs and community culture. 
Guided by our Strategic Plan, we embarked on several significant projects such as enhanced trainings for Assistants 
and improved communications to our guardians to more effectively center our homes around the dignity, well-
being, and voices of the core members. This, in combination with our goal to develop leadership best practices at all 
levels, deeply strengthened the fabric of our community as we migrate toward greater organizational health.

And of course we took plenty of time to celebrate (after all, this is a core value of L’Arche!): from monthly celebration 
nights where we affirm each other while enjoying a meal together in our homes to organizational-wide fundraisers 
such as our annual golf classic that celebrate the impact L’Arche is making in the Chicagoland area. Walking with 
the founding core member of L’Arche Chicago, Elbert Lott, in the last days of his life, and being present with him 
to celebrate his rich and meaningful 79 years on earth before he transitioned to the next life (a very special sort of 
migration), was a deeply meaningful experience for our entire community.

I hope you’ll enjoy paging through what follows, seeing the highlights above and many others!

With gratitude for you,

Mic Altena
Executive Director

& Community Leader

LETTER FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



2023-2024 
Fiscal Year Highlights

David and Stella Enjoyed 
the Golf Outing

A Visit to the John Michael Kohler 
Arts Preserve

Construction of our Fourth Home

We Found Time to 
Clown AroundSookie Joined the Race



REFLECTION FROM CASSIE & 
ANDERS: Inclusive Leadership
L’Arche Chicago community members Cassie Sadenwater and Anders Gullberg participated in the Inclusive 
Leadership Group (ILG) during this fiscal year which is a group of people with and without intellectual disabilities 
from L’Arche in the USA. The ILG aims to create guidance for core members and others with intellectual disabilities 
to be more actively engaged in consultation and leadership responsibilities within L’Arche and beyond. Cassie and 
Anders are excited to share their experience throughout the year.

In February, we traveled to Kansas to attend the Mini Regional Gathering to meet other communities in the Midwest 
Region of L’Arche. Each IGL participant shared what’s been happening in their community, and together, we 
brainstormed action plans for each community. Reflecting on the gathering, Anders said, “The gathering was great. 
It was good to see what we can do better at.” Cassie added, “It was nice to have everyone come together to help one 
another. The gathering really lived up to L’Arche’s value of community.” 

The ILG then jumped into our preparations for the National Assembly. We met over zoom twice a month with the 
rest of the ILG. During this time, we shared our personal stories, and we worked to identify the challenge, choice, 
and outcome of each story and prepared to introduce this tool at the National Assembly.

In May, the L’Arche National Assembly came to Chicago, and we attended with the ILG. Our group led a session 
where we shared our stories of inclusive leadership within L’Arche. We then challenged leaders to put their artistic 
skills to work and create presentations to share their findings. At the end of our session, the ILG asked the larger 
group to identify one practice of inclusive leadership that they could take back and share with their communities. “It 
was so fulfilling to see the group get excited about exploring inclusion. The work we did for several months paid off 
at that moment,” Cassie said. 

During the National Assembly, we were able to connect in person with our fellow ILG members, and we continued 
our conversations pertaining to inclusive leadership. Additionally, we brought our friends from L’Arche Greater 
Washington, DC back to L’Arche Chicago’s Angel House. Anders said, “It was very nice to show them around Angel 
House. They really liked my garden too!” 

We continue to work with the ILG and introduce L’Arche leadership to more methods of inclusion. Anders said, “It’s 
been very nice to learn about other communities in the U.S. and what they are currently doing.” Cassie added, “This 
work is important to all of our communities, and we’re excited to continue leading L’Arche towards better practices 
of inclusion.”

Cassie & Anders (Middle Back of Picture) 
attending the Inclusive Leadership Group 
at the National Gathering in May. 



2024 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
For more detailed 

financial information, 
please view the full 

audit on our website 

Building Community Together: 
This year, we’ve continued to grow our nest, woven by your contributions, that nurtures our 
mission, values and ability to develop a lasting impact.

Community & Faith

Dignified Care

• New Air Conditioning at 
Angel House

• New Appliances
• Fresh Paint at Friendship 

House

Advocacy & Connection

INCOME
SUMMARY

Government Funding: 62%
Individual Controbutions: 8%
Investment & Other Income: 10%
Grants: 11%
Events: 9%

EXPENSE
SUMMARY

Program Services: 80%
Administrative: 12%
Fundraising: 8% 

62%

8%

10%

11%

9%
80%

8%

12%

• Low Assistant to Core 
Member Ratios

• New Pipes at Peace House 

• Monthly Training and Reflection 
Sessions that Deepen our Mission 
and Relationships 

• Opportunities for Team 
Strengthening 

• Anders & Cassie Join Inclusive 
Leadership Team  

• All-Community Day Retreat with 11 Core Members and 27 
Assistants/Leadership 

• 6 Retreats with 10 Staff and 2 Core Member Participants 
• Regional L’Arche Gathering with 140 Participants from 7 L’Arche 

Existing and Emerging Communities 



With Gratitude For You!

Thank you to those who have invested in 
L’Arche Chicago’s mission.

ORGANIZATIONS
Abbott Laboratories
Abt
AleraGroup
Bailey6
Bark Box
Blue Fund
Bob Carter’s Auto Body
Brown and Brown
Chicago Sky
Chicago Transom Partners
Community Mental Health Board of          
    Oak Park Township
Designs4Dignity
Elements Architectural Group
Enterline Foundation
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Federal Home Loan Bank
Forest Insurance
GPD Charitable Trust
Grace Lutheran Church and School
Graybill Wealth Management
Gulf Trading Corporation
Henry Crown and Company
Hinsdale Bank and Trust
Honeywell
HUB International
InterContinental Chicago
Jeremy Lew and Associates
Key Interiors
Knox College
Koch Foundation, Inc.
KOVAL Distillery
LPL Financial
Mary Seat of Wisdom
Merrill, a Bank of America Company,  
    Hickey Butler Shine & Associates
Michael E. Murphy Foundation
Morgan Stanley
Morningstar
Motorola
Ozinga Foundation
Pasquesi Home and Gardens
Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan                                                   

     Foundation
Pilgrim Congregational Church
Pulte Family Charitable Foundation
PwC US and Mexico
Raising Cane’s
Raskob Foundation for Catholic  
    Activities
Russell and Josephine Kott Memorial   
    Charitable Trust
Schaumburg Boomers
Shore Club
St. Clement Parish
St. Giles Catholic Church

Steans Family Foundation
Steenstra Design
The Albertsons Companies   
    Foundation
The Coleman Foundation
The Helen V.  Brach Foundation
The Newbury Boston
TPC Scottsdale Stadium
Turano Foundation
Valor Public Strategies
Westlake Health Foundation
Zach Hayes Design



INDIVIDUALS / FAMILIES (with donations totaling $100 or more)

Tony and Janet Abri
Cathy Adduci
Julianne Agudo
Anthony Alagna
Gene Albert
Carole Albores
Bob and Kimberly Albrecht
Dan and Sandi Altena
Mic and Shinae Altena
Bree Andrews
Anonymous
Gary and Katie Arnold
Michelle Arnold and Paul Martin
Christian Arquilla
Jurate Aukstakalnyte
Elizabeth Austin
Jim and Hope Babowice
Adam and Alex Baig
Val Banks
Maureen Barre
Tim Barton
Gerry Beagles
Susan and William Bedrossian
Patricia Bidwell
John and Marie Biggs
Robert Biggs
Darius and Erika Bikulcius
Robert and Carol Binkley
Amy Blair
Susan Blew
Tiffani Boerio
Todd and Kristin Boffeli
John and Mary Ellen Bonk
Nicole Bonk
Brian Bosch
Michael and Kelly Boss
Lauren Boyd
Michael Boyd
Scott Bremer
Bernie and Mary Brice
Frank Bruno
Ron and Kim Bryze
Thomas and Veronica Buckley
Kristina Burger
Daniel Burke and Margot McMahon
Tom and Debby Burke
Xavier and Isabel Cabanne
Hugh Carlin
Tony Hernandez and Norma 
Carmona
Becky Carroll
Valentin Castaneda
Joe Cesarini
Delilah Chan
John J Chandler
Rick Chandler
Peter and Annette Chemello

David and Mary Susan Chen
Susan Chomicz Bowman
Jim and Gretchen Chrzan
Paul Chuma
Ron and Peg Cichon
William Clapp
Frank and Helene Clarke
Norman Clearfield
Frank Tenbrink and Jeannine Cleary
Michael and Patricia Conlon
Teresa Connelley
Kevin Conway
Erika Cooley
Rachelle Cooper
Will Corcoran
Alex Cordell
Glen Corkill
Patrick Coyle
Margaret Crawford
DeWayne Crippin
Brendan Crowe
Gary and Peg Curran
Loretta Daly
Chris De Man
Tom DeBartolo
Richard and Joan DeCleene
Colleen Delaney
Israel Desierto
Duane DesParte
David Deyo
Gary and Donna Dhein
Christopher DiMeo
Phillip Doerner
Timothy Doherty
Eileen Donahue
Michael and Marjorie Donovan
Marie Downey
Kevin and Katie Doyle
Michael and Trudy Doyle
Tom and Joan Drennan
Jan Dressel
Dick and Cathy Driver
Phyllis Duncan
Walter Duszynski
John Dylong
Bob and Dianne Ebert
Jack and Karen Edelbrock
Mary Ann Egan
Peter and Neva Egan
Sean Egan
Tom and Laurie Egan
Martin L Eisenberg
Robert Eitel
Gloria Engstrom
Gustavo Espinosa and Susan 
Carmona
Anne Esterquest

Tony Etz
James P. Evans
Kate Evert
Patrick Falahee
Rocco and Janet Fasanella
Kerry Feczko
Dorin and Eileen Fera
Christian Fiedlund
Michael Filippo
Susan Finerty
Mark Finger
Colette Flanagan
Ian Flanagan
Margaret Flanagan
Steve and Ann Flanagan
Brigid Flanagan-Brooks
Sarah Flosi
Pat Flynn
Spencer Foon
Francis and Annette Gallagher
Buz Craven and Jane Gallery
Catherine Gallogly
Angela Garcia
Charles Gardner
Maria and Michael Garvy
Charles Gately
Sr. Gael Gensler
Carolyn Gifford
Paul Gillespie
Carol L. Gloor
David Gordon
Susan Gordon
Graham Grady
Mary Graff
Rebecca Grober
Victor Guarino
Fernando Guidarini
Dr. Robert Gullberg
Hannah Gullberg
Jim and Nancy Gullberg
Mary Hackett



Robert Hagerman
Don Haider
Melanie Halvorson
Brian Hameister
Mark and Catherine Hankins
Mark Hankins
Chris Hansen
Dave Hanson
Don Harmon
Kathleen and Leo Harmon
Laurette Harmon
Matthew Harmon
Timothy Harney
Spencer Harpe and Nathan Perkins
Mary Pat Hartung
Prudence Hartwell
Lori Healey
Arnie Hetzel
Jack Hickey
Mary Hickey
Marcos and Amanda Higareda
Christine Hill
Jack Hinkes
Jim Hofert
Keith Hoggat
Alex Holy
Jon and Anne Holy
Don Hosek
Rory Hoskins
Margaret Houlihan Smith
Bridget Houser
Colette Hughes
Jimmy Hugill
Mikyoung Hwang
Susan Illing
Alexa James
Ted Jastrzebski
Sarah Jensen
Stanley Johnson
Maggie Jung
Miriam Kalichman
Charles Kammer
Laurie Kane
Bob and Terry Karl
Thomas P. Kearney
Virginia Kendall
William Kenny
Barb and Joe King
Alia Kirsch
Rochelle and Carl Kniss
John Zajac and Carol Knoerzer
Molly Koehler
Joe and Jane Koller
Dan Kotowski
Jinx Kotowski
Claire Kowalczyk
Joseph Krajnc
Todd and Angie Kuna
Mr. Kupper
Chris Lang

Julie Lau
Karen Leahy
Justin Lee
Catherine Lent
Bill and Barb Lenz
Gene and Karen Leone
Robert Lew
Kay Lewellyan
Terry Lewis
Helen Lin
Tim Lindgren
Sharon Lineberry
Mary Lippa
Charlotte Little
Paul Littledale
Monica Lorimer
Alec and Keri Lucas
Dave Lundy
Cyra Elise Maban
Cathy Madayag
Henry Magnuson
Angelo Mancini and Emily Metz
Cynthia Maroon
Cheryl Martin
Mont Martin
Cynthia Mastbrook
John Buno and Rose Mattax
Richard Mattoon
David May and Lois Scott
Jim and Susie Mayhall
Linda McCreary
Kevin McDonald
Ruth McEwen
Timothy McFadden
Michael McGillicuddy
Jeffrey McGregor
Cheryl McKay
John and Laura McNamara
Ray Simons and Janet McNicholas
Patricia Mehler
Jean Meister
Ariana Melendez and Jimmy Ready
Wayne Hilgendorf and Helen   
    Mendoza
Jim and Eileen Mitchell
Tim and Mary Monday
Fred Montgomery
Virginia Mortensen
Theresa Moulton
Anita Msall
Camille Msall
Frank Mauceri and Madeleine Msall
Lucy Msall and Simcha Barkai
Mary Jo Msall
Matilda Msall
Michael and Karla Msall
Nicola Msall
Alex Mueller
Heidi Mueller
Michael and Samantha Mueller

Monica Mueller
Chunka Mui
James Muldoon
Kenneth and Mary Mullozzi
Dennis and Lisa Nash
Steve and Dana Nasralla
Stephen Nazaran
Mark Neaman
David Newcorn
John Newhouse
Tom Nolan
Randy Nornes
John Norton
Eileen Nosek
Peter Notier
Maggie OBrien
Mary Beth Ocasek
Tim Ocasek
Mark and Lisa Ochoa
Tom and Annette O’Connor
Colleen O’Connor
John and Kathleen O’Connor
Patrick O’Connor
Robert O’Connor
Thomas K O’Connor
Nick and Sally O’Donnell
John and Mary Ormsby
Jason Osequeda
David Oswald
Edward and Jodiann Pacer
David Paoli
Thomas and Pamela Paris
Bethany Parnell
Pamela Patel
Richard Peach
Jim and Marty Pearl
Chimene Pellar
Brian and Sarah Pelrine
Carolyn Pence
Donovan and Heidi Pepper
Norma Petersen
Dave and Beth Peterson
Bill Phelan
Catherine Phelan
James Phelan



Thomas Phelan
Liz Picone
Christy Piszkiewicz
William Planek
Harold Pollack
Carol Portman
Caitlin Powers
Bob Price
Joseph Prochaska
Michael puffer
Karen Putz
Roxanne Quigley
Muriel Quinn
Donn and Carol Raabe
Bob and Lori Radcliff
Melissa Lupella and Vishu   
    Ramanathan
Most Rev. George Rassas
Tom and Catherine Reedy
Karyn Reeve
Bob and Nancy Richards
Jim and Marianne Richards
Shawnelle Richie
Lois M Richter
Patrick and Lois Riley
Justin and Klaire Rink
Frank Rizzo
Blaine and Monika Robinson
David and Ellen Robinson
Elizabeth Rochford
Scott and Mary Rogers
Nancy Roizen
David Rosenbacher
Laura Rosene
Jeffrey and Dorice Royce
Lewis Rubin
George and Mary Lee Ruebenson
Peter and Donna Urbain
Mary Ruppert
Dan and Molly Ruszkowski
Barry and Dianne Ryan
Ron and Maria Sagat
William and Jolanta Sander
Linda Sandman
Robert and Marian Sasseti-Kent
John and Leah Schaut

Harry Schildkraut
Jeff Schneider
Kate Schulte
Nancy Schwartz
Kristin Sedej
Rev. Deborah Galante Seles
Brian Septon
Sanjay Sharma
Annie Shaver
Edward Shine
Joy Kalantzis-Sinchi and Nelson  
    Sinchi
Paulina Siodlak
Carol Smearman
Deborah Smith
Evangeline Smith and Katie 
Robinson
Jack and Marilyn Smith
Kerry Smith
Marilyn Smith
Maureen Smith
Peter Smith
Steve and Jan Smith
Diana Sparks
Michael Spezio
Mitchell and Moira Staggs
Joe and Mary Clare  Starshak
Ronald and Julia Stepp
Barbara Stewart
Jacqueline Stewart
Margaret Stewart
Nancy Straube
David and Katie Stuart
Frances M Sullivan
Laurie Sullivan
Tom and Theresa Sullivan
Giancarlo and Molly Tarantino
Carly Tellez
Kathy Thompson
Juliana Tioanda
Bill and Janet Todd
Peter Trantow
Anonymous
Pamela Truevillian
Matthew Tully
John Turek

Anna Tushman
Rosalie Valenti
Tom Vanden Berk
Rachel Vander Vennen
Nicole L. Vandervoort
Bryant and Polly Vente
Adam Vitale
Mel and Maryann Vranicar
Jae Vyskocil
John and Penny Vyskocil
Ronald Wagenhofer
Dan Wagner
Mark Wagner
Henry Walczak
Kathleen Walsh
Lindsay Walsh
Margaret Walsh
Matthew and Lisa Walsh
Jane Wareham
Jim and Kathie Warfield
Stephen and Susie Watts
Vicki and Christopher Watts
Sid and Linda Wax
Jeff and Lisa Weber
Constance Weil
Laurence Weithers
Ryan and Ellie Weseloh
Julie Westerman
Sarah Wetmore
Kate Ranft and Tom Wetzel
James Wheaton
Jim and Cheryl Wilkes
Patricia Withers
Nicole Woockman
Kathryn Worthen
Gary and Shirley Zeimen
Ray and Bev Zeimen
Sr. Maria Zeimen
Topher Zheng
Rebecca Zimmerman
Robert and Barbara Zimmerman
Paul Enright and Carol Anne Zordani
Henry and Marge Zuba
Ave Zuccarino
Jack and Linda Zucco
Susan Zucker

L’Arche Chicago is grateful to the many supporters who made a gift as a tribute during the last fiscal year. 

In Memory Of
Karen Cichon, Elbert Lott, Laurence Msall

In Honor Of
Noah Cichon, Ron Cichon, Gary Dhein, Anders Gullberg, Elbert Lott, Jim & Marianne Richards, Tim Stone, 
Sr. Maria Zeimen



Contact Us
L’Arche Chicago
7313 Madison St.
Forest Park, IL 60130

708-660-1600
www.larchechicago.org 

Follow L’Arche Chicago
       : @larchechicago

2023-2024 
Fiscal Year Board of 
Directors
Dr. Kimberly Bryze, Chairperson
Caitlin Powers, Vice-Chairperson
Darius Bikulcius, Treasurer
Spencer Harpe, Secretary
John Biggs
Tully Kari
Sarah Pelrine    
Monika Robinson
Heather Rabchuk
Mark Villalovos

Learn More 
Scan & Support Our Mission Today


